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NDRP 2026 Disability Research Funding
Sample Application Form

Before you begin
About 2026 Disability Research Funding Opportunities
The National Disability Research Partnership (NDRP) is inviting organisations to apply for grant funding to support research activities led by and with people with disability.
There are two research themes. One theme includes both an open and a targeted opportunity. The other theme includes a single open opportunity.
Applicants may apply for only one of the following three opportunities:
Theme 1: Safety of people with disability
· Opportunity 1A (Open): Research projects focused on the topic of safety of people with disability. Teams can define their own research focus within this theme. Up to $300,000 per project, total funding available $2,400,000
· Opportunity 1B (Targeted): Research projects focused on pathways to elimination of restrictive practices for people with disability. Up to $300,000 per project, total funding available $600,000
Theme 2: Accessible and inclusive communities
· Opportunity 2A (Open): Research projects focused on the topic of accessible and inclusive communities. Teams can define their own research focus within this theme. Up to $300,000 per project, total funding available $2,000,000
Duration of funding: 12 months
Total funding available: Up to $5 million (ex GST).
The NDRP will determine the final number of projects and grant amounts within the total available funding.
More details can be found in the 2026 Disability Research Funding Grant Guidelines, Assessment Matrix and FAQs on the NDRP website.
Applications must be submitted by 5:00 pm AEST (Melbourne/Sydney/Canberra Timezone) on Monday 20 April 2026.
Incomplete applications and/or applications received after the closing date will not be considered. Applicants are responsible for making sure their applications are submitted before the deadline. Please allow extra time in case of technical issues or platform disruptions.

About this form
We fund and support people and organisations to work in partnerships. 
This form helps us to understand how the people and organisations on your research team are related.
You will be asked questions about people and organisations, and about the project, in this order:
· The Contact Person
· Organisation details for the Administrating Organisation 
· Organisation details for the Partner Organisation(s)
· The names and details of the Research Team members
· The title, dates and brief overview of your project
· Your responses to assessment criteria
· Your project plan and budget
IMPORTANT: This form does not automatically save, so please save frequently. A preview of this form is available on the NDRP website.
If you need more help using this form, download the SmartyGrants Help Guide for Applicants or check out SmartyGrants Applicant Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ's).

A note on language
We know that language is important. Our aim is to always be respectful of the preferences of people with disability. NDRP promotes language that focuses on rights, leadership, and capability. We avoid deficit-based or medicalised descriptions and instead highlight people’s expertise, agency, and contribution to research and society.
NDRP respects and uses the language preferred by the individual or community being represented. Sometimes, there are different perspectives on language. For example, some people prefer person-first language, while others prefer identity first language. Some people prefer 'identify as’, and some may not feel 'disability' is a good representation of them at all.
Where there are differences in language preferences, we try to choose the language that will be most inclusive. It is never our intention to upset or exclude anyone with our language choices, and we are always open to receiving feedback on how we can improve.

What you need to prepare before filling in this form
You will need to have the details for:
· Your Research Team members.
· The Administering Organisation. This organisation will receive and administer the funding if your application is successful. 
· Partner Organisation(s), which must have a formal role in the project.

Documents that need to be uploaded before you can submit this form include:
· Annual Report for the Administering Organisation
· Partnership letters of support
· Reference list (optional)
It is important that you have read the NDRP 2026 Research Funding Grant Guidelines. You will need to refer to the Guidelines throughout the application process.
As per the funding guidelines, the Research Team members can only submit an application for one of the three opportunities.
Who should submit this form?
The Contact Person should submit this application form. The Contact Person should be a Research Team member who is from the Administering Organisation. They will act as the key contact person for this application and project. 
Information about who should, or can be, the Contact Person and the Administering Organisation is detailed in the Grant Guidelines.

Contact
Before contacting us, please make sure you have carefully read the Grant Guidelines, and that you have checked the Frequently Asked Questions on our website.
If cannot find the answer you need, email research@ndrp.org.au
Remember to quote the application number below for all enquiries related to this application.
Application Number 
This field is read only.

Eligibility
* indicates a required field


Confirmation of Eligibility
Before completing this form, you must confirm that you meet the eligibility criteria.  Please read the following statements carefully and confirm before proceeding.
Before completing this form, you must confirm that you meet the eligibility criteria.  Please read the following statements carefully and confirm before proceeding.

General:
· you have read and understood the NDRP 2026 Disability Research Funding Grant Guidelines 
· you are able to demonstrate strong alignment between your project and the aims of the research funding opportunity
· you are not requesting funding for activities that have already been funded through other funding bodies
· the research team includes members with strong policy experience, and members with disability are included as co-researchers and co-leaders
· no research team members listed in this application are also listed in another application submitted to the NDRP 2026 Disability Research Funding
Organisation and Individual requirements:
· the Administering and Partner organisations are based in Australia
· the Administering and Partner organisations have insurances, including public liability insurance and professional indemnity, for any activities they will be overseeing
· the Administering and Partner organisations can and will comply with all relevant state/territory and Australian legislation and standards relevant to the project, including working with children requirements
· no persons or organisations named on the application are being investigated for a research misconduct or research integrity matter or are subject to NDIS Scheme Act Banning Orders
· no organisations named on the application are listed on the “Institutions that have not joined or signified their intent to join the Scheme” list of the National Redress Scheme for Institutional Child Sexual Abuse (www.nationalredress.gov.au)
· The Administering Organisation has a current Australian Business Number (ABN), and demonstrated capacity to receive and administer grant funding
· The Administering Organisation is not a government organisation
· The Administering Organisation is not a sole trader
· The Administering Organisation has documented organisational and financial policies and procedures, a business and/or strategic plan, and an annual report
· The Administering Organisation has existing policies and systems that comply with the Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research, or has a formal partnership with an organisation on the project team to access these policies and systems
· Partner Organisations have a leadership and material role or responsibility as part of the project (raising awareness, participating in consultations or workshops, or ‘in-kind’ contributions do not meet the threshold for a partner organisation)
· Partner Organisations have named staff, members or Board directors with specific roles as part of the project team
· Partner Organisations have provided letters of confirmation they have agreed to be involved as described in the grant application and that the research is aligned to their organisation’s objectives
I understand that I may need to provide documents or other evidence for any of the above if successful. I confirm that all of the statements above are true and correct. *
☐ Yes

Contact Details
* indicates a required field 

Privacy Notice 
We pledge to respect and uphold your rights to privacy protection under the Australian Privacy Principles (APPs) as established under the Privacy Act 1988 and amended by the Privacy Amendment (Enhancing Privacy Protection) Act 2012. To view our privacy statement, go to https://www.ndrp.org.au/about/privacy-policy 

Contact Person 
A ‘Contact Person’ from the ‘Administering Organisation’ must be nominated as the contact point for all communication and administration between the NDRP and the Research Team. 
Note: To meet requirements that your organisation may have, an opportunity to list a separate person responsible for contract execution is provided later. 

Please complete the Contact Person details below:

First Name *

Last Name *

Position Title *

Email *

Phone *
Must be a number. Must be an Australian phone number.

Select the roles that describe your experience *
Choose as many as apply
· I am a senior career researcher with academic or professional qualifications or experience
· I am an early to mid career researcher with academic or professional qualifications or experience
· I am a research higher degree student (Masters or PhD)
· I have a role with a Disability Representative Organisation (DRO) or Disabled Person’s Organisation
· I have a role with a disability advocacy or consumer organisation or peak body
· I have a role with an organisation that provides services to people with disability
· I have lived experience as a person with disability in a ‘consumer research partner’, ‘co-researcher’ or ‘co-designer’ role


Do you identify as a person with disability, d/Deaf, neurodivergent or chronically ill? *
· Yes
· No
· Prefer not to say

Do you identify as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander?*
· Aboriginal
· Torres Strait Islander
· Both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
· Neither
· Prefer not to answer

Your expected role and/or contribution to this project*
Must be no more than 50 words. 

If you have a role with any organisation that may have a conflict of interest, please list them here.
Only list roles if they are relevant to this application e.g. Director on Board of partner organisation.

Accessibility Requirements
Please indicate your accessibility requirements, for when we communicate with you about this application.
Choose as many as apply.
☐ Auslan interpreter
☐ Audio description
☐ Live captioning
☐ Easy Read materials
☐ Transcript
☐ Screen reader friendly materials
☐ Adjustable font size
☐ Other:

Administering Organisation Details
* indicates a required field
Administering Organisation Details

The Administering Organisation will manage the grant funding if successful.
Organisation Name *
Make sure the name is the same as that used for legal purposes.

Department/Faculty/Centre

Select the state/territory *
If your organisation is national, choose the state/territory where the project will be predominantly conducted.
· Australian Capital Territory
· New South Wales
· Northern Territory
· Queensland
· South Australia
· Tasmania
· Victoria
· Western Australia

ABN *
The ABN provided will be used to look up the following information. Click Lookup above to check that you have entered the ABN correctly.

What type of organisation best describes you? *
· Aboriginal community-controlled organisation
· Community organisation
· Consultancy
· Disability advocacy or consumer organisation or peak body
· Disability Representative Organisation (DRO) or Disabled Person's Organisation
· Disability support or disability services organisation
· Health services organisation (including Primary Health Networks and Allied Health)
· Research institute or organisation
· University
· Other
You must choose one.

Please upload your last Annual Report. *
Attach a file:

Please describe how the project aligns with your organisation’s purpose. *
Word count: Must be no more than 200 words.

Who is the person at the Administrating Organisation authorised to sign a funding agreement?
○ I am (Contact Person)
○ A different person



Authorising Person
This section only appears if ‘A different person’ is selected in the previous question
Please provide details for the person within the administering organisation who has the authority to sign a funding agreement.
First Name
Last Name
Email
Mobile
Must be a number. Must be an Australian phone number.
I confirm that I have the authority within the administering organisation to sign the funding agreement.
○ Yes

Partnerships
* indicates a required field

Partner Organisations
Please provide details about your Partner Organisations.
Click the Add More button to add more Partner Organisations.
Organisation Name *

Department/Faculty/Centre

State/Territory *

Choose the organisation type that best describes this organisation.*
· Aboriginal community-controlled organisation
· Community organisation
· Consultancy
· Disability advocacy or consumer organisation or peak body
· Disability Representative Organisation (DRO) or Disabled Person's Organisation
· Disability support or disability services organisation
· Health services organisation (including Primary Health Networks and Allied Health)
· Research institute or organisation
· University
· Individual person - not an organisation
· Other

Please describe how the project aligns with this organisation. *
Must be no more than 200 characters.

Please upload a copy of your Letter of Support *
Attach a file: PDF and Word format accepted.

Research Team Members
* indicates a required field

Research Team
Please provide the details for all of the Research Team members below. The ‘Research Team’ are the people who are listed as applicants on the grant.
This includes applicants:
· from the Administering Organisation (except for the Contact Person)
· from the Partner Organisation(s)
· who are joining as individuals and are not affiliated with the Administering or Partner Organisations.
Click the Add More button to add more team members.
First Name *

Last Name *

Position Title *

Email *

Phone *
Must be a number.
Must be an Australian number. include area code for landlines.
Experience *
Choose as many as apply.
· I am a senior career researcher with academic or professional qualifications or experience
· I am an early to mid career researcher with academic or professional qualifications or experience
· I am a research higher degree student (Masters or PhD)
· I have a role with a Disability Representative Organisation (DRO) or Disabled Person’s Organisation
· I have a role with a disability advocacy or consumer organisation or peak body
· I have a role with an organisation that provides services to people with disability
· I have a role with a government organisation, a regulator, or work in a policymaking role
· I have lived experience as a person with disability in a ‘consumer research partner’, ‘co-researcher’ or ‘co-designer’ role
· I have a role with a research or professional organisation or peak body

If this person is an academic and has professional qualifications, please indicate their career stage.
○ Early-mid career
○ Late career
Leave blank if this person is not a researcher.

Does this person identify as a person with disability, d/Deaf, neurodivergent or chronically ill? *
· Yes
· No
· Prefer not to say

Does this person identify as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander? *
· Aboriginal
· Torres Strait Islander
· Both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
· Neither
· Prefer not to answer

Please specify your organisational relationship. *
Administering Organisation
Partner Organisation
Individual
Other
If you select the 'Other' option, please provide your organisation's name in the 'Other' field.
Team member's expected role and/or contribution to this project *
Must be no more than 50 words. 

If this person has a role with any organisation that may have a conflict of interest, please list them here.   
Only list roles if they are relevant to this application e.g. Director on Board of partner organisation.

Project Details
* indicates a required field
Project title *
Word count: Must be no more than 25 words. Provide a name for your project/program/initiative. Your title should be short but descriptive

Anticipated start date *    Must be a date and no earlier than 1/7/2026.
Anticipated end date *       Must be a date and no later than 30/6/2027.

Project Opportunity
There are two research themes. One theme includes both an open and a targeted opportunity. The other theme includes a single open opportunity.
Applicants may apply for only one of the following three opportunities:
Theme 1: Safety of people with disability
· OPPORTUNITY 1A (Open): Research projects focused on the topic of safety of people with disability. Teams can define their own research focus within this theme.
· OPPORTUNITY 1B (Targeted): Research projects focused on pathways to elimination of restrictive practices for people with disability
Theme 2: Accessible and inclusive communities
· OPPORTUNITY 2A (Open): Research projects focused on the topic of accessible and inclusive communities. Teams can define their own research focus within this theme.

As stated in the Grant Guidelines, the Research Team members can only submit an application for one of the three opportunities.
Select the opportunity this application relates to. *
· Opportunity 1A (Open): Safety of people with disability
· Opportunity 1B (Targeted): Safety of people with disability
· Opportunity 2A (Open): Accessible and inclusive communities
Please refer to the Grant Guidelines if you are unsure.

Project Overview
Provide a short overview of your project. Include a brief summary of what issues your project will address, what you will do (i.e. your methods), and how your project will have an impact. You will have a chance to provide more detail on your project later in the application.
If you use citations/references in your application, you can upload these as a full reference list later in the application.
All applicants are required to provide their response to this question in Plain English, without any acronyms, jargon or technical language.
Please provide an overview of your project in Plain English *
Must be no more than 200 words. 



Focus Disability Cohort/s
Who is the disability cohort or who are the disability cohorts that your research centres?
Please specify:
· Disability type or experience
· Age group (if relevant)
· Cultural, gender or other identity characteristics (if relevant)
· Geographic focus (if relevant)
Examples:
· Adults with physical disability living in rural NSW
· Older CALD women with disability
· Cross-disability community members in metropolitan areas
· People with intellectual disability
· Children with disability aged 0–8
· Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people with disability
· Cross-disability (all disability groups)
The examples above are provided for guidance only. They do not indicate preferred or priority cohorts.
Please identify the focus disability cohort or cohorts for the proposed research project. *
Must be no more than 100 words. Must be no more than 100 words.




For applications which include intellectual disability as a target cohort, an advisory group made up of people with an intellectual disability may review project information and provide advice to support the assessment process. For more information, please see the Grant Guidelines.
Does the proposed research include intellectual disability as a target cohort? *
· Yes
· No

Assessment Criterion 1
* indicates a required field
Relevance to the topic and potential for policy and system impact
Think about:
· How does your proposal directly address the research question and lead to policy and systems change?
· If funded, how will the project lead to changes in policy, practice or programs that will have a positive impact on people with disability?
Go to the Grant Guidelines and Assessment Matrix for more information about how to respond to this question. 
Describe your project's relevance to the topic and potential for policy and system impact *
Must be no more than 600 words. 

Assessment Criterion 2
* indicates a required field
Research quality and methodology 
Think about:
· What will be done in the project, and how?
· Describe how the design and methods will extend or deepen existing evidence to produce new knowledge that will contribute to change.
This criterion is about the quality and appropriateness of the proposed research design and methods. Details about leadership, roles, or governance by people with disability should be provided under Criterion 3.
Go to the Grant Guidelines and Assessment Matrix for more information about how to respond to this question.
Describe the research project's methodology*
Must be no more than 600 words.

Assessment Criterion 3
* indicates a required field
Leadership and inclusion of people with disability
This criterion focuses on leadership, participation and inclusion of people with disability.
Applicants should focus here on who leads, who is involved, and how decisions are made. Technical details of research methods (for example data collection or analysis techniques) should be described under Criterion 2 and can be cross-referenced rather than repeated.
Go to the Grant Guidelines and Assessment Matrix for more information about how to respond to this question.
All applicants are required to provide their response to Assessment Criterion 3 in Plain English, without any acronyms, jargon or technical language.
Describe how the project will be led and managed to make sure there is strong and inclusive collaboration in Plain English. *
Must be no more than 600 words.


Assessment Criterion 4
* indicates a required field
Capacity and resources to deliver the project
Think about: 
· What skills, knowledge, experience and resources will the Administering organisation, the Research Team members and partners contribute to ensure the project’s success?
Go to the Grant Guidelines and Assessment Matrix for more information about how to respond to this question.
Describe the Research Team capacity and capability to deliver the project *
Word count: Must be no more than 600 words.

Assessment Criterion 5
* indicates a required field
Risk management and value for money 
Think about
· How will the project manage key risks and make effective use of the funding provided?
Go to the Grant Guidelines and Assessment Matrix for more information about how to respond to this question.
Describe how your project provides value for money and manages potential risks. *
Word count: Must be no more than 600 words.



Project Plan
* indicates a required field

A note on flexibility
We have asked you to use co-design approaches. Therefore, we expect you will need flexibility in how you work through the activities in your project plan. 

See the Grant Guidelines for more information on what the deliverables that are required for all projects.
Your Project Plan Overview
Include just enough detail to help reviewers see the project you described in your methods section is realistic, feasible and will be done inclusively and safely.

Use the following format:
Month 1
· key activities
· any milestones for this month
· any deliverables for this month 
Month 2
· key activities
· any milestones for this month
· any deliverables for this month 
...and so on.

You must either
· Type this out in the text box below, or
· upload a Plain Text document, no more than 2 pages. 
If you choose to upload a document, please write 'Project Plan uploaded' in this field.

Project Plan Overview *
Must be no more than 300 words.

Optional - upload a Plain Text document with your project plan (eg a Word document)
Must be no more than 2 pages. Do not upload as a pdf. Documents must be accessible to screen readers.
Project Budget
* indicates a required field

Budget Totals
Total Amount Requested *
Must be a dollar amount and no more than 300000.

Project Budget (Expenditure)
Please outline your project expenses in the expenditure table below.
The Grant Guidelines provides information on what budget items are eligible and what is not eligible.
	Expenditure description
	Expenditure amount (budgeted)
	Justification

	Provide clear descriptions for each budget item. E.g., 'Research Assistant salary', 'Auslan interpreting and captioning for meetings.
	Enter the total amount to be expended on this budget item (GST ex).
Must be a dollar amount.
	Justify how this item is needed to achieve the aims of this project.

	
	
	



In-kind support 
Will goods, services, support or resources be donated or provided in-kind by people or organisations? List these here with their actual or approximate value. 
	Supplier Name
	Description
	Value

	
	
	Must be a dollar amount.

	
	
	



List of academic or other citations
If you have made citations in the assessment criteria, you can upload a list of references here.
You can read about when and why you might use references in our FAQs
References/citations should be no more than 2 pages.
Upload your references.
Attach a file: This is optional

Certification and Feedback
* indicates a required field
Certification
As the Contact Person, I certify that to the best of my knowledge the statements made within this application are true and correct.
I understand that if this application is successful, the Administering Organisation will be required to accept the terms and conditions of the research agreement provided by the NDRP. The Administering Organisation will then receive and administer the grant funding.
I agree *
☐ Yes

Contact Details Verification
To verify your contact details are correct, please complete the below details.
Contact Person*
First Name*

Last Name*

Position title*

Mobile Phone*
Must be an Australian phone number.

Email*
Must be an email address.

Applicant Feedback
You are nearing the end of the application process. Before you review your application and click the SUBMIT button please take a few moments to provide some feedback.
Please indicate how you found the online application process.
○ Very easy
○ Easy
○ Neutral
○ Difficult
○ Very difficult
Do you have suggestions for improvements and/or additions to the application process or form that you think we need to consider?
1
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