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NDRP 2026 Disability Research Funding Assessment Matrix
About the assessment process
Applications will first be screened for eligibility.
Eligible applications will proceed to assessment by a National Disability Research Partnership (NDRP) Independent Review Panel.
The NDRP’s Independent Review Panels are small groups of people (reviewers) with different expertise and backgrounds. For example, reviewers may include people who are researchers, people with disability, people from disability representative organisations and policymakers. 
The reviewers will use an assessment matrix to score applications against the five selection criteria in the NDRP Disability Research Funding Grant Guidelines. 
Reviewers will read applications and score each response against the assessment criteria. The scoring scale goes from 5 ‘outstanding’ to 1 ‘weak’.
The information below provides examples of what strong applications may include and what reviewers will be looking for when scoring applications.
The Grant Guidelines on the NDRP website outline the kind of information applicants need to include in their application form to respond to the assessment criteria. 



Criterion 1: Relevance to the topic and potential for policy and system impact (20%)
This criterion looks at how well the applicant’s research connects to research questions in the guidelines, and how their work can contribute to changes in policy, practice or programs that will have a positive change for people with disability.
Strong applications will:
· Clearly address the specific research question or topic.
· Demonstrate a clear evidence gap and explain how the project adds new insights or addresses an evidence gap.
· Explain how the project relates to current policy issues and opportunities.
· Describe the potential benefits of the research for people with disability, including impact on policy, practice or programs.
· Outline clear knowledge translation and communication plans to ensure the research influences policy and practice.

Criterion 2: Research quality and methodology (30%)
This criterion looks at the quality and appropriateness of the proposed research design and methodology.
Strong applications will:
· Present clear and logical research design and methodology linked to project goals.
· Explain how the methods will generate new knowledge
· Use methods that are appropriate, ethical and safe for all team members and participants.
· Have realistic and achievable timelines and outcomes


Criterion 3: Leadership and inclusion of people with disability (25%)
This criterion focuses on how the project promotes leadership, participation and inclusion of people with disability.
All applicants are required to provide their response to Assessment Criterion 3 in Plain English, without any acronyms, jargon or technical language.
Strong applications will:
· Describe how people with disability have been involved in developing the proposal.
· Demonstrate how people with lived experience will be actively involved in the research, with clear roles, and evidence of power-sharing and shared decision-making. 
· Explain how accessibility and inclusion are embedded in the project design and delivery.
· Show how the project will strengthen the capacity and leadership of people with disability.
Criterion 4: Capacity and resources to deliver the project (15%)
This criterion focuses on whether the Research Team and partners have the skills, knowledge and experience they need to ensure the project’s success.
Strong applications will:
· Clearly describe team roles, expertise, and experience relevant to disability-led research, and specifically experience with the group of people with disability who the project is about.
· Show that team members and partners have skills, experience, time and resources to contribute effectively.
· Demonstrate that the administering organisation and partners have the capacity and networks to support delivery.
· Identify any skill gaps and realistic plans to address them.


Criterion 5: Risk Management and value for money (10%)
This criterion focuses on how the project will manage key risks and make effective use of the funding provided.
Strong applications will:
· Identify the key risks and explain how these will be monitored and managed throughout the project.
· Demonstrate effective governance and oversight that will ensure accountability.
· Explain how the project provides value for money, including efficient use of funds to achieve meaningful outcomes and contribution of in-kind or leveraged resources.
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