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Summary 
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The National Disability Research Partnership (NDRP) funds research led by and with people with disability. Its purpose is to build a national disability research program in Australia that builds evidence for policy and practice to advance the rights of people with disability.
The NDRP wants research to lead to real world solutions. This means working together with people with disability and their organisations, government, service providers, and the community. 
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The NDRP holds ‘evidence to action’ events to talk about what is known about a certain topic, what is not known, and what research is needed. The goal of these events is to work together and inform future research and policy directions. 
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[bookmark: _Toc193299135][bookmark: _Toc193364842][bookmark: _Toc193364968]This event brings together teams funded through NDRP’s first research funding round in 2025, which focused on the safety of people with disability. The 2025 NDRP funded research teams co-designed future research or knowledge synthesis . They will share what they worked on, what changed, what they learned and what they recommend for future research, policy and practice.
The team showcases will run in two parallel Zoom rooms. We will ask you to nominate which topics you want to experience at registration. The recordings will be shared after the event so you can watch presentations from the other room. After the showcases, everyone will come together for cross-cutting reflections, a discussion about what worked well and what could be improved, and a look at how the learning will shape future NDRP work.
It build on our previous events which have explored disability data, accessible and inclusive communities, safety of people with disability, advocacy research partnerships, knowledge mobilisation and restrictive practices.  
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Some presentations may discuss violence, abuse, neglect, restrictive practices, justice, sexual or reproductive safety, and other experiences that may be distressing. Speakers will use respectful language. You are welcome to turn your camera off, step away or take a break at any time.
[bookmark: _Toc235530571][bookmark: _Toc237691192]What you will find in this document
· the agenda for the event on Monday 24 August 2026, 
· how the two Zoom rooms and recordings will work
· how you can participate and use the event’s access features
· who will speak, and
· answers to questions people often ask. 
[bookmark: _Toc235530572][bookmark: _Toc237691193]How much will I need to participate?
The agenda shows the level of interaction for each session. You can participate in the way that works best for you.
· Low interaction or listen and reflect: Mostly listening. You can reflect, take notes or use the Chat or Q&A functions, but you do not need to contribute.
· [bookmark: _Toc210730827][bookmark: _Toc151288807][bookmark: _Toc181714326]Medium interaction or chat and share: You may be invited to share a thought or question in Chat or Q&A. Contribution is optional and you can continue to listen only.
[bookmark: _Toc235530573][bookmark: _Toc237691194]Can I attend only part of the event?
Yes. Use the agenda to decide which sessions you would like to attend. The joining information will remain the same throughout the event, except for the separate showcase room links.
[bookmark: _Toc235530574][bookmark: _Toc237691195]How do I choose between the Zoom rooms?
The final team schedule will show which teams are presenting in each room. Choose the room with the presentations most relevant or interesting to you. The sessions will be recorded, so you can watch the other room afterwards.
[bookmark: _Toc235530575][bookmark: _Toc237691196]Can I move to the other showcase room?
Yes. The 10-minute break between the showcase sessions gives you time to leave one room and join the other. The joining instructions will include both room links.



[bookmark: _Toc237691197]The agenda (updated)
Monday 24 August 2026 | 10:30am–2:00pm AEST
10:30am AEST – (5 mins) Welcome and access information (low interaction)
· Clare Gibellini (Chair, NDRP) will introduce this event and launch the report ‘The impact of investing in research co-design’, written by Dr Ellen Skladzien for the National Disability Research Partnership.
10:35am AEST – (10 mins) Keynote address – Dr Ellen Skladzien (low interaction)
· Ellen will launch and present the key findings from her synthesis of learning from NDRP's 2025 Seed Funding projects.
10:45am AEST – (10 mins) Setting the scene: The impact of investing in research co-design  (low interaction)
· Mary Sayers (CEO, NDRP) will outline how the event will run and options for the team Showcases. 
10:55am AEST – Break outs 1 (45 mins) Parallel team showcase (medium interaction)
· Short presentations will run at the same time in two different Zoom rooms. Each team will cover the issue, its approach, what was learned, one key lesson and one recommendation.
· You can use the Chat or Q&A function to submit a question or reflection. 
11:40am AEST – Break and room changeover (10 mins)
11:50am AEST – Break outs 2 (45 mins) Parallel team showcase session 2 (medium interaction)
· A second group of 2025 teams will present in the Zoom rooms. You may stay in the same room or use the break to move to the other room.
12:35pm AEST – All return to main Zoom room and screen break (10 mins)
12:45pm AEST – (25 mins) Cross-cutting reflections (medium interaction)
· Facilitated reflections will identify common themes, differences and system-level insights across the 2025 projects. You may be invited to share a short thought or question through Chat or Q&A.
1:10pm AEST – (30 mins) What worked well and lessons learned (medium interaction)
· 2025 Funded Team representatives will reflect honestly on effective partnerships, useful methods, barriers, pivots and what they would do differently.
· The discussion will focus on practical lessons that can strengthen future disability research funding and Evidence to Action activities.
1:40pm AEST – (20 mins) Looking ahead (low interaction)
· NDRP will reflect on what should be preserved, strengthened or changed in future rounds.
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Clare Gibellini: NDRP Co-host and Board Chair: Clare Gibellini (she/her) is the Chair of the NDRP Board and a passionate advocate for disability inclusion. She brings her lived experience as a woman with multiple disabilities, including autism. Clare is involved in various advisory roles to improve outcomes for people with disability.
Dr Ellen Skladzien, keynote speaker: Ellen (she/her) is an experienced disability sector leader, researcher and advocate with expertise in evidence-based advocacy, disability policy and organisational strategy. She holds a PhD in Cognitive Psychology and a Master's degree in Clinical Neuropsychology. Ellen was CEO of Down Syndrome Australia from 2016 to 2022 and now works as a strategic consultant, providing advice on disability policy, strategy and governance. She also leads Down Syndrome Australia's involvement in the National Centre of Excellence in Intellectual Disability Health. 
Mary Sayers (NDRP) Event Host: CEO of the National Disability Research Partnership, Mary (she/her) leads NDRP’s purpose to fund and support research led by and with people with disability that delivers real-world impact. Mary has personal and family experience of disability and is passionate about people with lived experience shaping the evidence that informs Australian disability policy and practice.
Sue Tape (NDRP) Event Co-Host: Sue (she/her) leads NDRP’s work to mobilise evidence in ways that support people with disability, researchers, policymakers and communities. She is committed to disability-led research informing policy and practice and to making evidence accessible, practical and meaningful for the people who use it.
2025 funded research co-design speakers
Speakers will come from NDRP’s 2025 funded teams. They will include people with disability, representatives of community and advocacy organisations, researchers and other project partners. Each team will nominate the people best placed to tell its story. The final list of teams and speakers, including which showcase session and Zoom room they are in, will be shared before the event.
Cross-cutting reflections and lessons learned
Selected 2025 funded representatives and NDRP staff will help draw together themes across the projects. They will focus on what supported progress, what was difficult, what teams learned about inclusive and disability-led research, and what should change in future rounds.


[bookmark: _Toc237691199]Frequently asked questions
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You do not need to prepare anything. You may review the final agenda and team schedule to choose which showcase room you want to attend. You can also read the optional resources listed in this document. 
· The NDRP Research Agenda 
· NDRP Guiding Principles
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Yes, all sessions will be recorded and will be made available on the NDRP YouTube channel. At the start of the session, the facilitator will let everyone know that the event is being recorded.  If you do not want to be recorded, you can turn off your camera.
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We will have support available to assist. You can send a message in the Zoom Chat or Q&A function or email Sue Tape, Deputy CEO and Head of Evidence to Action who is organising this event at info@ndrp.org.au. 
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Yes, there will be breaks. You are also welcome to take additional breaks whenever you need to. You are welcome to stay in the event during these breaks. 
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[bookmark: _Toc193299160]Yes, captions and Auslan interpretation will be available during the event. A professional captioner will type what is said for accuracy. To turn captions on or off, click the “More” button (three dots) in the Zoom menu and select “Captions.”
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Attendees will include people with disability, family members, researchers, policymakers, advocates, service providers, and government representatives. 
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